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T o  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


MELKSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1956,  based  on  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  19/56. 

The  District  has  remained  free  from  serious  epidemics 
throughout  the  year  and  the  customary  standard  of  good  health 
which  this  district  enjoys  has  been  maintained. 

There  was  no  serious  influenza  epidemic,  and  no  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  were  recorded. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chair¬ 
men  and  all  members  of  the  Council  and  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  my  colleagues  for  their  help  and  kindness  to  me 
during  the  year;  Mr.  Mahoney  for  his  co-operation,  and  Mrs. 
Hannaford  (since  deceased)  and  Mr.  Mills  for  clerical  and  other 
assistance  so  ably  and  willingly  given. 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  BRUCE  KILLOH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

R.  BRUCE  KILLOH  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Bradford  and 
Melksham  Rural  District. 

Office  : — 1,  King  Street.  Melksham.  Tel.  Melksham  2307. 


Public  Health  Inspector  : 

G.  A.  MAHONEY,  Cert.R.S.I.B.,  Cert.CR.S.I., 

Dip.R.I.P.H.H. 

Office  : — 1,  King  Street,  Melksham.  Tel.  Melksham  2307. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  1.042 

Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,140 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  2,455 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £91,316 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £391 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  following  statistics  have  been  compiled  from  information 
received  from  the  Registrar  General  : — 

Births 


Live  Births 


Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

67 

52 

119 

Illegitimate  . 

4 

1 

5 

Total  number  of  live  births  ... 

71 

53 

124 

Birth  Rate  for  the  District  ( i.e .  per  1,000  population  ...  16-84 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  15-7 


Still  Births 


Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  still  births  ... 

2 

• 

'I 

0 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  the  District  per  1,000  total  Live 

and  Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  38-8 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  23-0 


Deaths  Male 

Number  of  Deaths  in  the  Area  ...  30 

Local  Death  Rate  (i.e.  per  1,000  population) 
Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales 


Female 

27 


Total 

57 

9-09 

11-7 
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Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

_ 

1 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  deaths 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

1 

_ 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  deaths 

1 

— 

1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 
per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  16*13 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  23*8 
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Causes  of  Deaths 

The  causes  of  deaths  classified  according  to  the  Registrar 
General's  system,  are  given  in  the  following  table 


Male 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  ...  ...  — 

(other) 

Syphilitic  disease 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  — 

Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  disease  ...  — 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (stomach)  ...  1 

(lung  bronchus)  2 

(breast)  ...  — 

(uterus)  — 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  4 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 
Coronary  disease,  Angina 
Plypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  ... 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


1 

7 

6 


5 

4 


Female  T  otal 

1  1 


1 

2 

2  2 

1  1 

3  7 


6  7 

2  9 

1  1 

6  12 


1  1 
1  1 


1 

1 

1 


1 

5 

1 

5 


Totals  30  27  57 
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OUTLINE  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  OPERATING 

IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manor  Hospital,  Bath,  under¬ 
takes  all  necessary  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations 
in  the  district. 

This  laboratory  with  its  skilled  staff,  provides  a  most  valuable 
service  with  regard  to  the  examination  of  drinking  water,  food 
and  milk  samples,  throat  swabs,  etc.,  and  their  willing  co-operation 
and  expert  advice  is  much  appreciated. 

Hospital  Facilities 

The  South-Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible 
for  hospital  facilities  in  this  district. 

The  two  hospitals  in  the  area  are  a  general  hospital  at  Melk- 
sham,  and  a  hospital  for  the  chronic  sick  at  Semington.  Other 
general  hospitals  are  situated  in  the  neighbouring  towns,  with 
larger  ones  in  Bath  and  Bristol. 

Melksham  Hospital  with  its  very  pleasant  surroundings 
admits  a  wide  variety  of  medical  and  surgical  cases  and  is  a  most 
efficient  and  well-run  unit  of  42  beds.  Melksham  is  indeed 
fortunate  in  having  so  excellent  and  so  modern  a  hospital  with 
such  exceptional  amenities  at  its  disposal. 

The  nearest  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  common  infectious 
disease  is  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Trowbridge,  while  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  are  generally  treated  in  Bath  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  nearest  Smallpox  Hospital  is  at  Bristol. 

County  Health  Facilities 

The  following  health  services  operating  in  the  district  are 
provided  by  the  County  Health  Committee  : — 

Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  Nursing. 

Arrangements  for  vaccination  and  immunisation. 

Ambulances  and  ambulance  cars. 

Domestic  Helps. 

Arrangements  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  for  the  prevention  of  illness;  care  and  after-care;  and 
health  education. 

Mental  Health  Service. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Comparison  with  Previous  Years 


Disease 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

2 

1 

14 

3 

4 

Whooping  Cough  . 

36 

28 

8 

9 

99 

17 

Poliomyelitis — Paralytic 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Non-paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

204 

4 

213 

1 

232 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

■ — 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

Salmonellosis  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1  , 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

1 

1 

1  | 

X 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

■ 

2 

— 

— 

-  1 

• - 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1  i 

• - 

Meningococcal  infection  ... 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis . 

13 

10 

2 

5 

_ 

7 

4 

Analysis  under  Age  Groups 

The  distribution  of  cases  according  to  age  and  sex  are  shown 
in  the  following  tables. 


Scarlet 

Whooping 

Acute 

Age  Groups 

Fever 

Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

_ ,  . 

i 

1-2  years 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— 

3-4  years 

1 

1 

3 

3 

* 

— 

2 

5-9  years 

— 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-14  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-24  years 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

- - 

— 

- . 

25  and  over 

— 

— 

- 

, 

- 

. 

Not  known 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

— • 

— 

Total 

1 

3 

8 

9 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

] 

Meningo- 

Age  Groups 

Pneu- 

Salmon- 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

Tuber- 

coccal 

monia 

ellosis 

Pyrexia 

culosis 

Infection 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  5  years 

1 

1 

_ 

5-14  years 
15-44  years 
45-64  years 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

Not  known 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  , 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Cases  admitted  to  hospital  were  one  meningitis  and  one  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis. 
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Poliomyelitis 

Fortunately,  and  as  in  the  previous  year,  no  cases  of  polio¬ 
myelitis  were  reported  within  the  District. 


Tuberculosis 

Year 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 


NEW  CASES 

No.  of  cases 

.  13 

.  10 

.  2 

.  5 

.  7 

.  4 


Distribution  of  new  cases  according  to  age,  sex,  and  localisa¬ 
tion  of  disease,  is  as  follows  :  — 


1 

Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

1 

1 

Deaths 

Pulmo 

M. 

nary 

F. 

Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

I 

M. 

! 

F. 

Under  1  year 

- - 

— 

| 

— - 

— 

1-5  years 

1 

- - 

- ■ 

6-15  years 

— ■ 

— 

— “■ 

16-25  years 

— ■ 

1 

- - 

1 

26-35  years 

36-45  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

46-55  years 

— ■ 

— 

56-65  years 

— . 

— 

— - 

Over  65 

— - 

— 

- - 

Unknown 

- - 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  4  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1956.  One  death  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  was  recorded. 


Housing  of  Tuberculosis  Patients 

Cases  are  from  time  to  time  referred  by  the  Chest  Physician 
for  consideration  for  re-housing.  These  cases  are  classified  as 

follows  :  — 

Certificate  No.  1.  Sputum-positive  cases  where  re¬ 
housing  is  considered  urgent  for  the  prevention  of  infection. 

Certificate  No.  2.  Where  better  housing  would  be  desir¬ 
able  in  order  to  improve  and  maintain  the  patient’s  health. 

Certificate  No.  3.  Where  improved  housing  would  be 
beneficial  but  is  not  an  urgent  matter. 
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Mass  Radiography 

At  the  Assembly  Hall,  out  of  a  total  of  814  persons  examined, 
three  were  found  to  have  inactive  tuberculosis,  two  of  which  had 
been  previously  detected.  Twenty  others  were  found  to  be  suf¬ 
fering  from  non-tuberculous  conditions. 

At  the  Shurnhold  County  Secondary  School,  148  pupils  and 
40  members  of  the  school  staff  were  examined.  No  abnormalities 
were  detected. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Diphtheria  immunisation  is  carried  out  systematically 
throughout  the  district  by  General  Practitioners  and  County 
Medical  Officers,  in  homes  and  schools. 


Immunisation  Statistics,  1956 


Age  Group 

1 

Under 

1 

i 

2-4 

5-9 

| 

10-14 

Total 
under  15 

Primary  imms. 
completed 
during  1956 

Dip 

80 

37 

11 

11 

1 

140 

Wh/c 

60 

26 

5 

1 

— 

92 

Re-inf.  injs. 
administered 
during  1956 

Dip. 

— 

— 

10 

114 

14 

138 

Wh/c 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Total  immunised 
child  population 
at  31st  Dec.,  1956 

Pre 

1/1/52 

— 

— 

— 

85 

305 

390 

Post 

1/1/52 

39 

107 

360 

647 

302 

1455 

140  primary  and  138  re-inforcing  immunisations  against 
diphtheria  were  undertaken,  compared  with  196  and  244  respect¬ 
ively  in  1955. 

92  primary  and  2  re-inforcing  immunisations  against  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  were  undertaken. 

The  total  immunised  child  population  is  1455,  compared  with 
1760  in  1955. 
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Vaccination 

Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re- vaccinated)  during  1956 


Age  Group 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Total 

Vaccinations 

Re-vaccinations 

73 

6 

2 

9 

3 

2 

14 

19 

105 

23 

105  primary  vaccinations  were  undertaken  compared  wit  a 
97  in  the  previous  year. 


Vaccination  is  performed  under  the  National  Health  Service 
by  General  Practitioners.  Emergency  clinics  can  be  operated  in 
the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  county  Health  Clinics  at 
Salisbury  and  Swindon.  Vaccination  propaganda  is  undertaken 
by  the  County  Health  Authority. 

It  would  continue  to  appear  that  too  few  babies  are  being 
vaccinated  at  the  present  time,  and  in  sharp  contrast  to  diphtheria 
immunisation,  which  is  relatively  popular,  vaccination  in  infancy 
is,  in  my  experience,  inclined  to  be  viewed  with  relative  in¬ 
difference  at  the  present  time.  Everything  possible,  therefore, 
requires  to  be  done  towards  stimulating  puDiic  opinion  m  lavour 
of  vaccination  and  impressing  on  them  the  constant  danger  of 
smallpox  outbreaks  in  a  poorly  protected  community. 

/ 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Section  47  :  Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  oe  Persons 

in  need  oe  care  and  attention 

It  was  again  not  found  necessary  to  obtain  compulsory 
removal  of  any  persons  against  their  will  from  their  homes. 

This  step  is  one  that  should  only  be  considered  after  all  the 
assistance  that  can  be  given  by  Home  Helps,  District  Nurses, 
National  Assistance  Officers  and  Welfare  Officers,  etc.,  has  failed 
to  provide  the  care  and  attention  needed,  and  it  is  felt  that  there 
is  need  for  more  co-ordination  of  these  services  which  are  avail¬ 
able  to  assist  the  aged  and  infirm. 
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REPORT 


OF  TI1F 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  my  section  of  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1956. 


GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Housing  Inspections  and  Re-inspections 

.  680 

Structural  Defects 

.  102 

Drains,  Yards,  Urinals  and  VV.C.s  ... 

.  40 

Amusement  Houses 

15 

Verminous  Premises 

3 

Dirty  Conditions 

20 

Accumulations 

10 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

22 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

56 

Food  premises,  Kitchens  and  Vehicles 

120 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings,  Tenements,  etc. 

14 

Fish  Friers 

20 

Ice  Cream  Premises  and  Vehicles 

60 

Bakehouses 

44 

Factories 

54 

Schools 

.  12 

Pig  Styes  and  Swine  Keeping 

15 

Rats  and  Mice 

140 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

.  12 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  ... 

5 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  ... 

.  22 

Interviews 

.  85 

Public  Conveniences 

20 

Public  Houses 

.  50 

Miscellaneous 

.  30 

Total  ...  1651 
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HOUSING  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  the  Public 

Plealth  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  300 

Number  of  visits  of  inspections  in  respect  of  same  ...  680 

Number  of  houses  found  not  in  all  respects  to  be  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  40 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  Notices  20 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  agreement  was 
reached  with  the  owners  not  to  re-let  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  district  supply  is  from  the  Trowbridge  and  Melksham 
District  Water  Board.  The  supply  during  the  period  proved 
adequate  and  satisfactory  samples  were  obtained. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD 

There  was  no  complaint  during  the  period  as  to  any  of  the 
above  products.  During  the  year  the  Council  held  what  I  feel 
was  a  most  successful  Clean  Food  Exhibition  and  which  I  feel 
quite  justified  its  being.  I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  help  given  by  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  during  the  Exhibition. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

In  the  main,  milk  production  was  satisfactory  and  samples 
taken  were  satisfactory. 


ICE  CREAM 

Samples  submitted  for  examination  proved  satisfactory  and 
all  vendors  complied  with  prevailing  conditions. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Excellent  results  were  obtained  during  the  period  and  sewer 
treatment  proved  to  be  unnecessary  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
year. 


16 


if)  "VJ 

u  <u 
0/  to 
3.  U 

3  <U 

u  C/3 
U  O 


S  1/1 

c 

<n  s 

qj  .s  TJ 


c/) 

CTj 

o 


3 
u 
<u 
in 
o 

u  u 

<U  3c 

*§3= 

3  o 
•  «— « 


qj 


C/3 

3 

qj 

u 

<u 


3  w) 
V  <U 

^  u 

*-*  •  *H 

•  — «  +*■» 
>  O 


in 

C 

_o 

*-< 

o 

<v 

3 

if) 


(N 


O 

rg 


O 

»— i  i  to  ! 


Ih 

o 

*-> 

u 

V 


X  52 

<v 

u 

u 

<u 

<-t-t 

U 

^<5  2 
fa  O 
fa  u 

o  % 

b*  c 


vo 


to 

UJ 

5 

O 

h— 

U 

< 

u_ 


§ 

U  *j 

<V>  c/5 

•g  '5b 
E  « 

3  pH 
£ 


CM 


O 

rg 


00  .  On 
tJ- 


30 
-*-> 
ro  p 

rC 


:  c 


eg 


8 


w  o 

§  3 

•  VH 

t3 

<v  ^ 

CO 


(J 


T3 
<X> 
CJ 
u. 
jR  O 

>  *4H 
>  C 

c  ° 

o 

c/5  u 

<D  ro 

1 1-0 

.2  fa 


TO 

<u 

*T3 

T3 

'  so 


so 

oj 


L* 

<U 

* 

al 

c 

O  c/) 
C  1> 

.  y  •  *H 

W  U 

>^2 
-p  O 

u  ro 
o  fa 


5 

o 

'fa 

'  >5 

JO 

T3 

<V 

(J 

u 

O 

*-*-c 

co 

<v 

(/) 

*  rH 

tX 

C 

O 


tn 

<U 

c/5 


u 

<u 

£ 

o 

ex 


>5 


< J 
<D 

co-c 

o  O 

fa£ 


c/5  i 

X 

X  ^ 

S  >> 

O  +j 

•  *■"*  •  *“H 

4-»  fa, 

o  o 

oo  ■£ 

-  p  *- 

•§<  Sf 

•£  —  a 

or  aj 

.*  8*e 
.£P| 

C/5  ^  S-h 

<X>  30  O 

C/5  -*->  > 
C  >3^ 

C  3  3 

a«  g» 

U  L  H 

Jo  <2^ 

(U  o 


>4 

< 

O 


a/ 

*3 

a/ 

5 

<v 

6 


03 

3 

3 

O 

fa 


CO 


I  I 


fO 

CO 


u  co 


a 

r-  «-> 

_  <L> 

«  ro  C 
C  ^  y  <U 


c 

o 
» ^ 
4-» 

a3 


•  XX 

^ai 
'Co  w 

^  $ 

a 

<v 


c 

<v 

> 


cn 

Vh 

O 

o 


o 


u> 


§  C3  <D 

fa  ^  3 

O  ^  c3 

Mh  ^ 

°  £ 

o 

r<  V  W  3 

5  <u  i-  ^ 

>  c  ^ 

^  o 


Ct5  <u 

§  g 

«  s* 

o 


c  c 
a;  <u 

fa  >'u 

u-,  O  v£ 

o  O  05 

cn 

E*  X  50 

bf)  P>hh 
ro 


<D 

> 
•  r-H 
-*-> 
CJ 
QJ 
iw 
<V 

Q 

u 

o 

fa 

30 

ro 

-i-J 

3 

C/5 

50 

fa 


3T 

< 

O 


fa  i— i 


ro 
*->  ■*-> 
•  r— < 

«  so 
fa  ro 

Q  ax 


ro  fa 


<u 

u 

V\J 

OX 

ex 

ro 

fcuD 

c 


x> 


tx 

CO 

•  *-H 

33 

ro 


33 

u 

o 

+-> 

C 


S.: 

ui 

C 


eg 


ro 


<L» 

a 


17 


CONCLUSION 


In  concluding  the  report  I  should  like  to  record  my  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  support  and  co-operation  I  have  received  in  all  matters 
of  mutual  interest  from  Dr.  Killoh  and  from  your  other  officers. 

I  should  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Mills  for  his  help  in 
many  matters  affecting  the  department.  I  am  also  greatly  in¬ 
debted  to  the  late  Mrs.  K.  P.  Hannaford  for  her  unstinted  help 

on  all  occasions. 

My  sincere  thanks  for  the  support  of  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  Council,  both  in  Committee  and  Council  Chamber 

during  the  period. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  MAHONEY, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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